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On THE ALERT. 


The report of the meeting of the Yorkshire 
V.M.A. should be read by every practitioner. In 
past years no one troubled himself about Acts of 
Parliament until it was discovered that they took 
away some of his privileges or saddled him with un- 
expected burdens. Experience has made us wiser, 
and we now are on the alert to prevent mischief. 
The Yorkshire Society has detected in a local Bill 
to be submitted to Parliament a flagrant attempt to 
ignore the veterinary surgeon and to place in the 
hands of a medical officer powers he is unfitted to 
wield. The Leeds Corporation are asking for power 
to enable their medical officer to inspect living 
animals in cowsheds, to diagnose their diseases, and, 
on his untutored opinion, to fine or imprison the 
owner. They even go so far as to ask that the 
medical officer, or any person deputcd by him, may 
enter a cowkeeper’s premises and test his stock with 
tuberculin. 
a request may make us laugh, but we cannot afford 
to ignore it. Private bills sneak through the House 
of Commons unnoticed if those interested take no 
action. Our duty is clear—it is to let members know 
what is to be attempted, and to secure at least one 
who will actively oppose it. Of course our Council 
will take action. Fortunately our President is a 
member of the Yorkshire Society and knows all 
about what is going on. Mr. Greenhalgh and the 
Society deserve great credit for their action, and the 
whole profession will willingly lend a hand to prevent 
their being ignored in this impudent manner. 

The Leeds Corporation Bill has put us all on the 
alert, and our task is tolerably easy. But there are 
tumours of many more private bills of a similar 
nature which hope to obtain Parliamentary sanction 
this session. We must discover them all. The 
Council will probably instruct the College solicitor to 

®ep an eye on these matters, but local practitioners 
must help by notifying any case which comes under 





The audacity and presumption of such } 





their cognizance where attempts are being made to 
transfer veterinary work to medical men. One might | 
think that medical officers had sufficient responsibility | 
_ looking after their own business, and probably the | 
majority are satisfied, but there are some whose | 
modesty leads them to believe that diseases of animals | 
a diagnosed without practice and treated with- | 
Pabie eedee: The attempt last year to pass the | 
wal l¢ Health (Scotland) Bill without a mention of 
perf surgeons failed, but similar attempts this | 
he on be made by more than one Corporation. | 
ie —" Police Act which practically ignores us | 
iy ped through without our knowledge, and it’ 
ct which is taken as the model for present 
We must be on the alert and protect our | 
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A VETERINARY DEGREE IN PuBLic HEALTH. 


Last week the Council discussed the question of form- 
iug a new degree of this kind on the proposal of Pro- 
fessor W. O. Williams. This week we reprint a scheme 
for a certificate to be issued by the University of Aber- 
deen. It is apparently assumed that if such a new 
degree were issued its holders would find more appoint- 
ments open to open. We say it is assumed because we 
aor failed to recognise any evidence as yet of the prob- 
ability. 

The Aberdeen scheme would accept candidates for 
examination who had only obtained their veterinary dip- 
loma six months previously. This shows that practical 
experience is not part of the requirements for this new 
degree. The examination proposed offers no new sub- 
jects forstudy. It possibly might require more Chemis- 
try and Bacteriology, and it mentions Meat Inspection. 
Our graduates at the present time are equal if not 
superior to medical students in their knewledge of 
Bacteriology. They are taught and examined in Meat 
Inspection and hygiene. What more is required ? 

So far no sound reason has been advanced for any new 
degree, but very definite reasons have been stated against 
it. We have now two degrees, and the Fellowship re- 
quires at least five years to have elapsed since the mem- 
bership was obtained. Our students are well taught and 
examined in every subject a veterinary surgeon must 
know to make him an expert on animal life in health and 
disease. Only more time can expand his knowledge. 
To institute a new degree for proficiency jn certain 
limited subjects would go to show that our present di- 
ploma admitted inefficient men to the profession. Only 
a few years ago the curriculum was remodelled to bring 
men up to the standard the profession thought necessary. 
That standard is a high one, and men who reach it are 
quite fitted for meat inspection, and for all duties requir- 
ing pathological or hygienic knowledge of animals. The 
recently educated veterinary surgeon is infinitely the supe- 
rior of any other person forall duties embraced by vete- 
rinary public health or veterinary medicine and surgery. 
There is just a probability of making ourselves ridiculous 
in the eye of the public by miserable imitations of the 
methods of medical men. They were, doubtless, not 
fitted for public-health work without a special degree, 
and so instituted one. We are fitted for all our work, 
and so require no further degrees or letters. We have 
never offered ourselves for work we did not, understand. 
All the appointments we claim are well within the grasp 
of any man who holds a diploma. 


Tue Boarp or AGRICULTURE AND GLANDERS. 


The Board of Agriculture has appointed a Depart- 
mental Committee to consider the question of the ex- 
isting regulations in regard to glanders in. horses. Lord 
Stanley is to be Chairman. The Committee will con- 
sider the disputes which have arisen between local bodies 
and horse owners, and will decide whether the present 
regulations ought to be modified, and if so, in what direc- 
tion. 





gis on 


7 te 


~ 
sang 
eo 


462 THE VETERINARY RECORD February 11, 1899 





CASES AND ARTICLES. 


(ESOPHAGEAL OBSTRUCTION IN A FOAL. 
By H. C. Rerexs, M.R.C.V.S., Spalding. 


Just a few short notes on a case of the above. 

Date, January 29th. Time, 2 p.m. 

Subject.—A nine months old, nervous, nag foal. 

History.—A messenger requested my immediate 
attendance as he thought the animal was choked. 
He stated that the foal was to all appearances ‘all 
right’ at 9 a.m., and was found showing peculiar 
symptoms at 1lla.m. The animal was turned out 
with others in a field, and they were all receiving 
twice daily an allowance of corn in which irfegular 
lumps of oil-cake were scattered. The man had no 
doubt that the animal was choked with one of these 
pieces of cake. On my arrival at the farm I found 
the animal shut up in a hovel and showing the fol- 
lowing symptoms. 

Symptoms. — Respirations very much accelerated 
and laboured. Pulse qnickened and countenance 
anxious. Strings of saliva hanging from the mouth, 
and every few minutes an almost involuntary dis- 
charge of small quantities of fluid from the nostrils. 
After watching him for five or ten minutes he began 
to exhibit all the usual phenomena of choking. 

Treatment—Seeing that already a certain amount 
of mechanical suffocation had occurred, and dreading 
that if I left him without interference the result 
would be pneumonia set up by the inspired saliva, I 
decided to pass the probang. 

The animal was accordingly cast, the obstruction 
turned out to be in the lower part of the neck, and 
was easily removed. The end of the probang, on 
withdrawal, was covered with a mass of cake of 
porridge-like consistence. 

In a few short minutes much of the labour in 
breathing disappeared, and the anxious look on the 
face relieved somewhat. 

Remarks.—l have published this very short account 
of the case merely because I believe there is always 
a considerable amount of hesitation among practi- 
tioners in passing the probang in the horse. I shall 
certainly have no such hesitation again myself, but 
would say— 


(1) Always cast the animal. 


(2) Always have a probang of the right size and 
shape at the end. (The probang I used in this 
case was seven-eighths of an inch in diameter 
at its cup end.) 


(3) Always make sure after passing the instrument 
the first few inches that it is in the cesophagus 
and not in the trachea. This can be done by 
getting an assistant to gently manipulate it 
(move it slowly up and down) while your own 
hand is feeling its movements on the left side 
of the neck. 


PERNICIOUS ANAMIA IN THE DOG. 
By Artuur Payne, M.R.V.C.S. 





Being a young member I have never seen recorded 
a case of pernicious anaemia in the canine species, 
The following brief notes may interest some, as the 
symptoms ante and post mortem point to that dis. 
ease. 

A few months back 1 was called to a fox-terrier 
dog, about two years old. He had been in his pre 
sent owner’s possession about twelve months, was 
always in very poor condition, with an indifferent 
appetite, but always appeared to be in good spirits. 

I found him in a very emaciated condition, and 
extremely anemic; he screamed out repeatedly 
when his neck and shoulders were manipulated. 

About 36 hours before death ocenrred there was 
a free hemorrhage into the conjunctive of both eyes, 
followed by paralysis of hind quarters. 

P.M.—Skin and mucous membranes intensely 
blanched, the abdominal cavity contained about half- 
a-pint thin, clear, blood-stained fluid, numerous 
punctiform hemorrhages on the surface of lungs 
and heart, in fact, on all the internal organs in a 
greater or less degree ; the internal surface of gall 
bladder was eroded, and the contained bile very 
thick. ‘'he blood was thin, watery and very pale. 
Am sorry to add that I omitted examining the blood 
microscopically. 





————e? 





SWALLOWING A STICK. 





The case of adog swallowing a skewer, reported in 
The Record of 28th, brings to my mind a somewhat 
similar one occurring in my own practice. A smooth- 
coated St. Bernard, about seven months old, was 
brought to me on 18th April, 1887, the owner stating 
that he thought there must be a piece of stick in his 
throat, and that it had been in over a week, during 
which time the dog had scarcely eaten anything, and 
was now almost dead from exhaustion. He was vely 
lame with the near fore leg; there was an enlarge 
ment in one of the intercostal spaces on the neat 
side ; also about half way down the neck in course 
of the wsophagus. It seemed evident there oe 
some foreign body present, and that the dog ba 
not long to live if unrelieved. The animal was 10 
weak to stand an anesthetic, so he was omy 
laid on his side and his legs held by a couple 0 
men. After cutting off the hair with a palr © 
scissors, I made an incision into the csophag's 
with an ordinary scalpel, and there found the ¢ 
of a piece of wood, which | drew out, and to ws | 
astonishment found to be a portion of a candle : | 
(used in the manufacture of tallow candles) whic 


have in my possession at the present time. It id 
sures one foot and half-an-inch length, and 1s oe | < 
thick as an ordinary tallow candle. The woun 
the oesophagus was secured with two threa 
and the external one stitched up in the ordinar 
No antiseptics were used, and beyon 
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animal had little attention and made a rapid and | ested in the case and fussed her rather much while 
perfect recovery. There was a little trouble a month | in the infirmary with the result that on being sent 
or so after, with an abscess, which formed in the} home about ten days after the operation, she showed 
intercostal space ; it had to be lanced and soon disap- | her appreciation of the special attention given her 
peared. I have since thought there must have been | while en in-patient by continually coming back, 
adhesion between the stomach and abdominal wall. | jumping over the kennel door, and making herself 
The dog grew into a fine animal and appeared none | comfortable on the bench she had occupied, rather to 


the worse for his week’s torture. I lost sight of him | the chagrin of the owner, who eventually asked my 
about three years after. The owner ascertained his | kennelman to give her a cold water douche to con- 
children had used the candle rod to trundle their | vince her that her sojourn with me was over. 





bon; eo Gee Wee weep pee een 


April jumped up at one of them with his mouth open, 
the child gave the stick a push and it disappeared 


down the dog’s throat. 
| Joun Braxeway, F.R.C.V.S. 


OVARO-HYSTERECTOMY IN A DOG. 
By G. H. Getprine, M.R.C.V.S., Eastrsourne. 


Recently a client of mine, a doctor, brought to my 


infirmary a pregnant Irish terrier bitch which he | 


wished to be destroyed. She had on two previous 
occasions (although they had taken the ordinary pre- 
cautions) stolen visits to a dog and become pregnant, 


and having a strong objection to this thrice repeated | 
trouble he had decided on having her destroyed. 1 
proposed the operation of ovarohysterectomy, and he | 
at once decided on its being performed, as she was a | 


great favorite of his wife’s. My patient was about 
two and a-half years old, and had had two litters. 
The mode of operation was as follows: She was 


first placed on her back on the operating table and | 
the abdominal wall around the seat of incision was | 


shaved and thoroughly cleansed, an antiseptic pad 
being applied to the part with a bandage. She was 
then placed on her abdomen to be anwsthetised, using 
meth. chloroform and one of Professor Hobday’s 
muzzles, with the use of which I got her quickly 
under. She was then placed again on her back in a 
good position for operating. I first inserted a blunt 
probe into the vagina as far as the os uteri. I then 
made a longitudinal incision through the skin, about 
two inches long, close to the median line about an 
inch and a-half in front of the pubis, then through 
the abdominal muscles with director, carefully stop- 
Ping all bleeding; I then introduced the fore finger 
of the right hand into the abdomen to feel for the 
probe, having secured it ] followed up each horn until 
mich was brought in view. I legatured above 
i elow each ovary with silkworm gut before re- 
moving. I then placed two ligatures of silkworm 
Seay the body of the uterus, one at the junc- 
rot the horns and one just below, and cut between 
ro After removing the uterus and returning the 
a into abdomen, I then ligatured the abdominal 
gut pa with silkworm gut, and the skin with cat- 
mr Overing the skin wound with iodoform collodion. 
res age aseptic measures were carried out 
in ao the operation, perchloride of mercury 
ridin The wounds healed quickly, and she 
ed te adil, very little trouble. She was bright and 
ily the day after the operation. I was inter- 





| VETERINARY SURGEONS AND VACCINE 
| ESTABLISHMENTS. 


' 





| Ido not often take up my pen on professional 
matters, but the Vaccination Act is one of the pro- 
blems to be solved, and this is my excnse on the pre- 
| sent occasion. 
| At page 307 British Medical Journal of the 4th 
| February, 1899, the following complaint is made by 
| a Medical Officer respecting the lymph supplied from 
the above establishment, which has a_ serious 
| aspect. 
| ‘The lymph of the National Vaccine Establish- 
‘ment. P. V. writes: During the last fortnight I vac- 
cinated 10 cases (primary) with the vaccine sent me 
from the National Vaccine Establishment. I scari- 
fied with lancet, and rubbed lymph well into the four 
| places, with the following results :— 

In two cases there was (on the 9th day) no effect. 

In 4 cases only 1 fair sized vesicles 
In 8 ” ” 2 ” ” ” 
In 1 ” ” 3 9 9 ” 

This result is highly unsatisfactory, it entails on 
me much increased labour and loss of valuable time, 
‘for which I shall not be remunerated. It makes 

vaccination unpopular, for the parents object strongly 
to their children undergoing a second vaccination. 

I have been a public vaccinator for upwards of 20 
years and have received the grant five or six times. 
Failure, or partial failure, has been of the very rarest 
occurrence, except when I have used lymph sent me 
from the National Vaccine Establishment. This fact 
proves that the failures cannot be attributable to my 
want of care or skill. Now that vaccination has to 
be performed at the homes of the children (in many 
cases several miles being travelled) it will be rather 
hard upon the public vaccinators if the vaccine sup- 
plied by Government cannot be relied: on to act 
efficiently. 

Some year or two back I wrote to the secretary of 
the National Vaccine Establishment, to complain of 
my want of success with lymph supplied, and the 
answer I got was to the effect ‘ that the Government 
guaranteed the purity of the lymph sent out, but it 
could not guarantee it to be effective.’ 

Does the purification of the vaccine lymph destroy 
its efficiency? I never recollect a failure in arm to 
arm vaccination.” 

The first question that arises to me is: Do we have 
a veterinary surgeon at this establishment connected 
with the cultivation of lymph? and the answer is 
apparent. If not one already, the whole profession 
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should at once set the machinery in motion to prove 
the absolute necessity for a veterinary surgeon con- 


ducting this part of the establishment. No one is 
more able or qualified to conduct such cultivation 


than the qualified veterinary surgeon, and this is 


borne out by the fact that the Army and Navy 


Vaccine Institute has been solely and entirely con- 
ducted by Army veterinary officers, and this has been 
in operation for over ten years with uniform success 
and a percentage of over 95 successful results, which 
good effect is materially assisted by the successful 
operations of the Army medical officers on patients 
who are only too glad to “ lift”’ a little of the lymph 
from the seat of inoculation provided an opportunity 
occurs. 

My experience of continental lymph is that it is 
far from as good in results as English, and at most 
of the institutions I am acquainted with the coW is 
brought into use, a result I am pleased to think does 
not meet with our approval, and to show that such 
are not required, one calf at this institution recently 
produced sufficient for 14,100 people at a trifling 
cost. The sum expended by the Royal Commission 
to visit the Continent for information which might 
have been gained in England would have been suffi- 
cient to provide a chair for a veterinary surgeon at 
the National Vaccine Institute, and sufficient to keep 
the Army Institute going for a numbor of years. 

It is to be regretted the Royal Commission did not 
visit our English Institutions. One of the oldest 
establishments belongs to my friend Dr. Renner, in 
Marylebone Road, and who most kindly showed me 
everything connected with his glycerinated calf 
lymph preparations, and at the same time expressed 
a desire to show any of my profession his methods. 
The results of his cultivation are known to the medi- 
cal profession and cannot be excelled. 

Vet.-Capt. J. A. Merepira, A.V.D. 
Army & Navy Vaccine Institute, Aldershot. 








CERTIFICATE IN PUBLIC HEALTH FOR 
VETERINARY SURGEONS UNIVERSITY OF 
ABERDEEN—DRAFT SCHEME. 


1.—Every candidate for the certificate must be 
an M.R.C.V.S. 

2.—No candidate will be admitted to examination 
until after the lapse of not less than six months from 
the date of his graduation in veterinary surgery. 

3.—Every candidate must attend during a period of 
not less than three months practical instruction in the 
subjects of examination in the laboratories of this 
university. 

4.—The subjects of examination to be General 
Hygiene, Veterinary Hygiene, Bacteriology, Meat 
Inspection, and Inspection of Diaries, and the ex- 
amination to be both oral and in writing. 

_5.—The fee for examination and certificate to be 
Five Guineas. In the event of a candidate failing 
to pass, a fee of One Guinea to be payable for each 
subsequent examination. 

6.—The Board of Examination to consist of the 
teachers and an additional Veterinary Surgeon. 





GENERAL HyGIENE. 


Influence of soil, climate and season in the pro- 
duction of disease, diseases of animals in relation 
to the health of man, Isolation, Quarantine and Dis. 
infection, Disposal of Carcases. 


VETERINARY HyGIENE. 


Sanitary arrangements of Cow Sheds, Dairies and 
Stables, Ventilation, Cubic Capacity, Lighting, Water 
Supply, Sewerage, Law and Statutes relating to Con- 
tagious and Infectious Diseases. 


BacTERIOLOGY. 


Preparation of nutrient media, Cultivation of 
chiet pathogenic and commoner non-pathogenic 
microbes, Methods of staining microbes, Microsco- 
pical examination of microbes, Application of bac- 
teriology to examination of water, air, soil, and food, 
and to the investigation of the etiology of infec- 
tious diseases, Pathology of diseases transmissable 
to man, examination of diseased flesh by naked eye, 
microscope and bacteriological methods. 

Meat Inspection and Inspection of Dairies with 
the Officer of Health for Aberdeen. 








Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


A special meeting of Council was held on Monday, 
Feb. 6th, last, to confirm the undermentioned bye-law 
113, passed at the special meeting of Council held cn 
January 25th: “That advertising by veterinary sur- 
geons, or causing, or permitting other persons to adver- 
tise for them, whether by paid advertisement or by 
editorial or other notice in the public press, or distribu- 
ting, or causing or permitting to be distributed circulars, 
books or cards relating to their professional attainments 
or abilities or charges, or in respect of medicines oF 
appliances prepared or sold by them, amounts to con 
duct disgraceful in a professional respect within the 
meaning of Section 6 of the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 
1881.” Mr. A. W. Mason (the president) occupied the 
chair, and the following members were present : Messrs. 
Dollar, Hartley, Mulvey, Penberthy, Wragg, and Vee . 
Col. Duck, Mr. Thatcher (solicitor), and Mr. Hi 
(secretary). , “ 

The notice convening the meeting having been read 
Mr. WraceG moved that the minutes be taken as re" 
and contirmed. 

Mr. Hartey seconded the motion. 

Mr. Dottar drew attention to the fact that by 4 
clerical error the notice of motion given by him at the 
last meeting read “No person who 2s | nominate 
instead of “ No person who has nominated, and mov 
the substitution of the word “has” for “1s. rd- 

This was agreed to, and the minutes altered acco 
ingly, and confirmed. 3 he con- 

The PRESIDENT said the next business was the 
firmation of the alteration of bye-law 113. . be con- 

Prof. PENBERTHY proposed that the motion 
firmed. ; 

Mr. MuULvey seconded the motion. _ 

Mr. Dotxar : I very much regret, sir, that 
duty to call the attention of the Council t 
which apparently has been overlooked in con 
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here to-day, because a resolution requires no three/|sent time I am strictly confining myself to arguing 
months’ notice, and requires no confirmation. In_ proof | against the motion. nee 

of that I may point out that the test of a bye-law is The PRESIDENT : I see no objection why you should 
either that it permits or directs—it either says that| not go on with your argument, sir, if you will 
certain things may be done or shall be done. A resolu- | proceed. ; 

tion, on the other hand, merely affirms an opinion of Mr. DottaR: Thank you, sir. 

the Council, and if the Council says “advertising shall The PrREsIDENT : You are showing us why this bye-law 
be considered illegal” or shall be treated as illegal” that | should be confirmed. 

may be the subject matter of a bye-law. But if the Mr. Dotiar: I am trying to show why this should 
Council merely says “advertising is illegal” that is an| not be confirmed, sir, =~ 

expression of opinion by the Council. It isa resolution| The PRESIDENT: Quite right, sir. 

and it does not necessarily entail any further proceed-| Mr. DoLttar: We have had an illustration of what I 
ings. The motion we have before us says—omitting the | have just dilated on afforded us by Mr. Trigger’s example. 
intervening sentences—that advertising by veterinary | Mr. Trigger pointed out that eminent members of the 
surgeons amounts to conduct disgraceful in a professional | profession are frequently required to attend in country 
respect, that is to say, that advertising by veterinary | districts in a consultative capacity, and inasmuch as 
surgeons is illegal. That, I submit, constitutes the | country editors seem to be more than usually active and 
motion merely a resolution. I1f you refer to any bye- | progressive, it frequently happens that a paragraph finds 
law you will find that the bye law either says certain | its way into the local press regarding one of these gentle- 
things shall be done or that they may be done, and that | men. Now, if we are to follow the bye-law as it is set 
the distinguishing mark of a resolution is that it merely | down we should have to take proceedings against these 
affirms an opinion. However, passing frcm that point, | gentlemen on the basis that they were causing or per- 
I may say that even though the motion now before us | mitting other persons to advertise for them by editorial, 
were so amended as to become a bye-law, I should still | especially that they were permitting other persons to 
have very serious objections to its being passed, because | advertise by editorial. 

owing unfortunately to the somewhat loose way in| Mr. Mutvey: ‘hat could not be said to be permit- 
which it has been drawn it far oversteps our powers. I | ting if they did not know. It is only the continuance of 
may illustrate that by showing you hereafter how very | it that can be called permitting. 

wide indeed the provisions of the bve-law are They go, Mr. Dottar: If they do not take proceedings against 
if strictly interpreted, far beyond anything which we | persons who insert such paragraphs, then they will, 
have power to dv by Charter. Now in drawing a bye- | strictly speaking, be remitting the performance of that 
law we must remember that a bye-law must say what it | offence. We should bear this in mind, because we may 


meins, and means what it says. be preparing a rod for our own backs. What we pass 
Mr. Wracc: I beg to move that the question be | here dealing with the future may at some subsequent 
now put. period be applied even to ourselves. But we have had 


Mr. Dottar: I am very sorry, sir, if Mr. Wragg’s | cases of editorial advertisement, we have had cases deal- 
patience is not equal to the strain on it, but I may point | ing exactly with the cases which this Bye-law is intended 
out it is necessary that a certain period must elapse | to deal with, and we have consulted our solicitor, who, 
before that motion can come before the meeting. It is | we are told, has drawn up this Bye-law, and he has in- 
alittle premature, Mr. Wragg. Willanybody second it? | formed us that we have no powers to proceed against 

The Prestpent : Let Mr. Dollar proceed, please. these persons who are mentioned in these editorial state- 
_ Mr. Wrace : I think it is entirely wasting time. It! ments. Now, inasmuch as the powers under which we 
is done because one gentleman wants to catch his train— | proceed are not derived from our Bye-laws, but depend 
that is what it is done for. first and last on our Act of Parliament, on our Charters, 

The Prestpent : Proceed Mr. Dollar, please. the mere passing of an additional Bye-law will not make 

Mr. Dottar: Thank you, sir. I say that a bye-law | any difference whatever to these powers. We cannot 
Must say what it means and mean what it says. This | add anything to them, we cannot subtract anything from 
bye-law evidently says a very great deal more than it | them, and to paxs a Bye-law which will immediately 
means, and nothing can be more dangerous than for the | bring us into collision with innocent persons, will, 1 say, 
Council to pass bye-laws which, if strictly interpreted, | discredit the Council, or will be a totally useless mea- 
exceed its powers. It may be possible for the members | sure. The motion contains the word “permit.” Now 
grouped round this table to come to an understanding to | we have been asked to regard the inclusion of this word 
interpret bye-laws in a certain sense, not in the sense | “permit” asa past master-stroke of legal diplomacy— 
which 1s set forth in the bye-law, but we must remember | it is, in fact, a means by which we are to solve the Gor- 
that in passing bye-laws, or in passing motions with cer- | dian knot, which has up to the present defied all our 
tain mental reservations and alteratiuns, we are passing | attempts at untying. I venture to say, sir, that never 
motions which many here after become operative on our- | was a more egregious error, because the word “ permit” 
selves, | does, in fact, mean this, that we have the onus thrown 
aa MuLvey: Mr. President, on a point of order I | on us of proving that there was an arrangement between 

sh to ask you whether a special meeting called for the | the editor and the writer of the article or the person 
Purpose of confirming a bye-l«w is the right time and the | who is the subject of the article, that, in fact, there was 
right place in which the question is to be opened out | collusion between the editor and the member of the 
cruln, and whether this question was not decided at the | profession who is mentioned. And I may further point 
a Meeting, and that we are called here to-day | out that when » member of this profession makes an 

Ply either to confirm or to reject this bye-law. I ask | arrangement with the editor of a journal to supply him 
i, ruling. with information such as that we have had our attention 
J t. Dottar : Then, sir, in opposition to that may [ | drawn to, well knowing that that information may bring 
mee your ruling on the point is. It is absolutely | him within the scope of our Registration Committee's 

‘omar that the President should rule either that no | activity, it is extremely unlikely that such a member 

Ssion whatever is permissible at a special meeting, will not also make an arrangement with the editor to be 


beet he should rule that some discussion is permissi- | supported in case of a difficulty arising, and unless we 











. “| We are called here either to adopt or reject this | are prepared with powers, unless we know that we 
lib then | submit, with all respect, That we are at | are endowed with powers which will enable us to force 
Y toargue for or against the motion, and at the pre- | a member of the profession to takes steps against an 
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editor who has venmsints -inserted complimentary 
paragraphs in his paper, then we can absolutely do 
nothing, and we have been informed, on the authonty of 
the solicitor himself, that we have no such powers. I 
oppose, therefore, sir, the passage of this resolution, 
firstly, because it is only a resolution and not a Bye-law 
and that it requires no confirmation by this meeting. 
I oppose it becanse it is capable, if strictly inter- 
preted, of causing innocent persons, members of this 
profession, very great inconvenience, and because, if it 
is not enforced, it is useless, therefore we ought not pass 
it. Lastly, sir, I object to the motion because if it is 
enforced it must be at the risk of humiliating defeats, 
or if it is abandoned it must be at the cost of equally 
humiliating ridicule. 

The Prestpent : There is only one thing I have to 
remark, and that is why Mr. Dollar, who has evidently 
given this matter a great amount of his attention, did 
not save all this by ennunciating his statement at the 
last meeting. 

Mr. Dottar : I think, sir, that you were so good af to 
rule that [ was in order. 

The PRESIDENT : Quite so. 

Mr. Dottar: I do not know in what respect I trans- 
gressed or have incurred this remark from the chair. 

The PrestpENT : It was a passing remark, and I hope 
you will take it in the way it was meant. 

Mr. Dottar : The way in which it was meant, sir, can 
only be known to yourself, of course. 

The Prestpent: Very well, take it as you think it, 
if you will permit it that way. Gentlemen, you are here 
either to confirm or regard the alteration of a bye-law, 
and I am in your hands. 

Mr. Dottar: May I take it that you rule this to be a 
bye-law ? 

Mr. Mutvey . Certainly it is a bye-law. 

The PREsIDENT: Certainly, sir, the Council ruled it 
was a bye-law at their last meeting. We are here either 
to confirm it or reject it. 

Mr. Dottar: Permit me to point out, sir, that the 
Council did not rule anything. 

Mr. Wracc : How many more speeches is Mr. Dollar 
going to make, sir? 


Mr. Dottar: | am rising to a point of order at this 


moment, sir. 

The PRESIDENT: | beg to state from this chair that 
we are here either to confirm or reject the under-men- 
tioned alteration of a bye-law which was passed at the 
last Council meeting. The Council then considered it 
an alteration of a bye-law, and it is for you either to con- 
firm or reject. 

Mr. Hartiey : What does the solicitor say, sir! 

The PrestpENT : I shall not ask the solicitor to give 
his opinion. 

Mr. Hartiey: With all respect to you, sir. 

The Presipent : Certainly, if you wish it. 


Mr. Hartiey: No, sir, I only want all the evidence | 


that we can have. 


seconded by Mr. Hartley, that this bye-law be con- 
firmed. 


On the motion for confirmation being put, it was | 


carried, five voting for and one against. 
The Council then adjourned. _ 





Mysterious Disease Among Cattle. 
A mysterious disease has broken out among the cattle 


Johnston, county Londonderry. Four of the animals | 
have died, and seven others are suffering from a similar | 
disease, which has taken the form of inflammation of the | 
windpipe. Several veterinary surgeons have been un- 
availingly consulted, and great consternation prevails in 
the locality lest the disease should prove to be some new 
form of contagion.—Liverpool Post. 


on the farm of a gentleman named Lynch, near St. | 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 





The annual meeting and dinner took place at the 
Queen’s Hotel, Leeds, on Friday, January 27th, the pro- 
ceedings proving very successful, though the attendance 
was not quite so large as in some previous years. At the 
meeting Mr. T. Fletcher, of Hillsborough, Sheffield, (the 
new President) was in the chair, and the members pre- 
sent included Messrs. A. W. Mason (president of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons), W. F. Green- 
halgh, Leeds, (the retiring present of the Yorkshire 
Association), J. Abson, Sheffield ; J. Atcherley, Harrow- 
gate ;G. W. Carter, Keighley ; J. Clarkson, Garforth ; 
J. Cooke, Scarboro’; P. Deighton, Selby; F. Hallilay, 
Dewsbury ; J. McArthur, Doncaster; M. Robinson, 
Barnsley ; H. Snarry, York ; Waller, Brighouse ; J. E. 
Scriven, Tadcaster, (hon. treas.) ; H. G. Bowes, S. Whar- 
ham, and Mr. A. McCarmick (hon. sec.) Leeds. Among 
the visitors were Messrs. J. McKinna, Huddersfield, 
(president of the Lancashire Association), R. Cockburn, 
Eastwood, Notts ; Stephen Parkinson, H. E. Hamilton, 
W. Atkinson, Leeds ; and J. Godfrey Long. 

The Hon. SECRETARY intimated that letters of regret 
at inability to be present had been received from Mr. 
Locke, Manchester ; Prof. Williams, Edinburgh ; Prof. 
Pritchard, Prof. M’Fadyean, London ; Vet.-Capt. Nut- 
hall, Mr. Frank Somers, Leeds; Messrs. J. 8. Carter, 
Bradford ; A. Gentle, Otley ; T. Pratt, Ripon; and 
Pollard, Wakefield. Mr. Pratt, in his letter, stated that 
after reading the kind expressions at the October meet- 
ing he had come to the conclusion to continue his mem- 
bership of the Association, an intimation which afforded 
the greatest satisfaction to the gathering. 

New MEMBERS. 


On the motion of Mr. Clarkson, and seconded by Mr. 
Wharam, Mr. Hollings, of Methley, was elected a member. 

The election of Mr. W. G. Schofield, of Pontefract, 
was also agreed to, the resolution having been submitte 
by Mr. Greenhalgh. 


SUBSCRIPTION ARREARS. 


The Hon. TREASURER reported that five members 
were four years in arrear with their subscriptions. and 
in accordance with the rule they were struck off the list 
| of membership. ' 
| A brief discussion took place as to the transference 0 
'a balance of £12 4s. 9d. in connection with the fund 
‘raised last year for the entertainment of the Nationa 
| Association on the occasion of their visit to Leeds, and 

it was decided to set out the subject in the agenda for 
| the next meeting. 





The PrestpENT : It is moved by Prof. Penberthy, and | 


THe LEEDS CoRPORATION BILL.—VETERINARY 


SURGEONS AND THE INSPECTION OF COWSHEDS. — 
. te : ‘ n 
Mr. GREENHALGH initiated a very important and | 


teresting discussion by calling attention to the ae 
__ | provisions of the Improvement Bill which the / 


“ing “no session 0 
Corporation are promoting in the approaching sess 


Parliament. The particular clauses were as follows :— 


“The Medical Officer of Health, or any person Te 
under his orders provided with, and if required ex may 
ing, the authority in writing of such medical — ed 
from time to time within reasonable hours ee fe! 
byre, cowshed, or dairy farm within the city or W oo 
situated, if the milk produced therein or supplie nay iD- 
from is being sent for sale within the city, or bo other 
spect, examine, and apply the tuberculin test, 
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reasonable test, to any cow kept therein for the supply 
of milk, in order to determine whether such cow suffers 
from any disease which might render the use of the said 
milk dangerous or injurious to health. 

Every owner of any cow kept within the city for the 
supply of milk, or wherever kept, if the milk is being 
sent for sale within the city, and every person in charge 
of the same shall render such reasonable assistance to the 
medical officer, or other person provided with, and if 
required exhibiting the authority in writing of such 
medical officer, for the purpose of inspection, examina- 
tion, and test as may be required by them, and any per- 
son refusing such assistance or obstructing the inspec- 
tion, examination or test, shall be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding £5. 

Every dairyman, or keeper of a byre, cowshed, or 
dairy farm, whose milk is sold within the city, who, 
after intimation has been made to him by the medical 
officer of health, or other duly authorised officers of the 
Corporation, that any cow in his possession kept for the 
supply of milk for human consumption is suffering from 
tuberculosis, or any disease which might render the use 
of such milk for human consumption dangerous or in- 
jurious to health, shall retain such cow in his possession 
shall, unless the contrary be proved, be presumed to have 
sold the milk produced by such cow for human con- 
—" and shall be liable to a penalty not exceed- 
ing £5. 

Every person, whether within or beyond the city, who 
sells or suffers to be sold, or used for human consump- 
tion within the city the milk of any cow which is suffer- 
ing from tuberculosis or any disease which might render 
the use of such milk dangerous or injurious to health, 
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding £10 for each 
offence. 

Penalties imposed by this Act, cr part of this Act shall 

recoverable on the information or complaint of the 
medical officer of health, or other duly authorised officer 
of the Corporation, in the court of summary jurisdiction 
of the city, or, where the offence has relation to a byre, 
cowshed, or dairy farm outside the city, in the court of 
summary jurisdiction having jurisdiction in the place 
where such:byre, cowshed, or dairy farm is situate.” 

b 1k would be seen from the provisions; said Mr. Green- 

the , that the Medical Officer of Health would have 

ule power to determine who should make the inspection 
and apply the tuberculin or any other ntinarhons test. 
be veterinary profession were totally ignored, and he 

a whit sorry to say that this was not the first occasion 

a am medical officer of health for Leeds (Dr. 

sited 1, - ignored them. He (Mr. Greenhalgh) in- 

in tay ‘ € veterinary surgeon ought to be recognised 

a i ary It was, he need hardly point out, 

boos ie, that a professional man would detect the 

Medical Offre a layman. According to the clauses, the 

wae on icer of Health could send anybody he chose, 

a nen out of the street, to apply the tests. 
colons os pe of the Leeds Corporation became a pre- 
stood Nw A wig rey must become universal. He under- 
action 80 far . ocal milk dealers intended to take some 
urged that ae affected their interests, and he 
ould also e Yor shire Veterinary Medical Association 
make a strong representation to the Parlia- 





men Ms : 
my Committee of the Leeds Corporation to pre- 
body Y injustice being done to them as a professional | 


| Mr. A. W. 
ge of Veter 
called to this 


Iason said the Council of the Royal Col- 
inary Suigeons bad had their attention | 
particular matter, it being mentioned that 


ir } 
west wee bodies were trying to obtain through 
these 39 a ar sections as those just read out. Of 
~had a ¢ pase teh two—so the Council were informed 
should accom; m the effect that a veterinary surgeon 
sent, He ag ary the Medical Officer of Health, or be 


agreed with Mr. Greenhalgh that action should ° 


be taken, and it was his own opinion that they should 
seek the support of the Council of the Royal College as 
wellas iat Setecinary societies, in the matter. Through 
the strong pressure brought to bear by the veterinary 
profession some while back, the promoters of a Scotch 
Bill were unable to get a clause like one of those to 
which their attention had just been directed. It was 
absurd to think that anyone but a veterinary surgeon 
should be allowed to make the inspection. 

Mr. CooKE likewise dwelt on the importance of the 
subject, and said there was not the slightest doubt that 
veterinary surgeons were the most competent men to 
perform the duties specified in the clauses, which ap- 
peared to him to have been drawn up by medical officers 
of health themselves. (A voice: Evidently that is sc.) 

Mr. CooKE: Asa profession veterinary surgeons were 
wholly ignored, and he thought that great pressure 
should bebrought to bear to avoid such a thing being 
passed into law. 

Mr. McKrnna remarked that he was surprised at the 
audacity of a medical ofticer of health in drawing up such 
clauses, without consulting the veterinary officers of the 
city. He could hardly understand such a proposal 
in an enlightened city like Leeds, and if it became neces- 
sary for the Lancashire Society to assist the Yorkshire 
ass*ciation in opposing it, they would not be slow in 
rendering that assistance. As had been truly remarked, 
the veterinary profession were ignored altogether. 

Mr. CLARKSON pointed out that to the veterinary 
profession belonged the credit of the agitation which 
was taking place at the present time in regard to tuber- 
culosis, and emphasised the importance of the profession 
being recognised by public bodies, especially having re- 
gard to its recognition in high quarters. The proposal 
of the Leeds Corporation was not only an ignoring of 
the profession, but another point worthy of every 
consideration was involved in it. If the inspection was 
not thorough and efficient then the public would suffer. 
It would, he considered, be a good thing if a circular 
letter was sent from the Society to the Council of the 
Royal College asking them to move in the matter. 

Mr. WHaraM said he had not the least fear that the 
veterinary profession would be ignored, but this feeling 
would not warrant them in keeping quiet. He thought 
that the omission of which they complained was due 
toignoranc2. Medical officers, in forming these bye-laws, 
were very ignorant of the subject in hand. They seemed 
to think that the tuberculin test was an exceedingly 
simple matter, and did not require professional know- 
ledge ; they had an idea that simply injecting the tuber- 
culin and taking temperature were the only things neces- 
sary, and that they need not take into consideration any 
other disease from which a cow would be suffering at 
the same time. The only person really fit to make in- 
spection was a veterinary surgeon. He agreed with Mr. 
Clarkson’s concluding suggestions. 

Mr. G. W. Carter said to propose to ignore the vete- 
rinary profession in a matter of this kind was absurd, 
and he was quite satisfled that Parliament would not 
grant the proposal. The question of inspection in the 
borough where he lived had been settled without going 
to Parliament, and the arrangement comes into operation 
on the 25th of March next. A meeting of the Health 
Committee was convened, and he was invited to be 
present tc give the members the benefit of any advice 


'he had to offer. He believed the Medical Officer of 
| Health had a hand in the Corporation taking that step. 


He advised that the Corporation had no power for the 
compulsory application of the tuberculin test, and that 
to put such a clause in their bye-laws would render it 
of no effect whatever. He said that considerable service 
could no doubt be rendered to cowkeepers and the public 
by the periodical examination of the animals. The 
Health Committee conclued that he should be ap- 
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pointed veterinary inspector under the Corporation ‘to | to strike out a line for our guidance during the ensuing 
visit all the milk sheds within the borough. They found | year. 


they had no power to send him to visit outside the bo- 


After the ordinary routine business of the meeting, | 


rough, but every farmer in the borough where milk was | advise that we shall consider and discuss the peculiari- 
supplied had to be visited by him four times a-year. If | ties of any morbid specimen that may be brought before 
he found a suspicious case he had to impress on the farmer | the meeting, or any complex or difficult case that any 
the necessity of isolation, and of not using the milk for | member may have on hand, and thereby render such 
human consumption. He concluded with a suggestion | member any assistance we can, by what may be called a 


that the Corporation of Leeds should be approached. 


consultation. Who is there amongst us that is not 


Mr. Snarry thought the Council of the Royal College | occasionally puzzled by some obstinate complicated case 
should oppose the Leeds Bill in Parliament. If a medi- | and who would not like the advice and assistance of a 
cal officer of health was to take charge of the work of | bruther member as a friend. I think these meetings 
inspection he should be examined by the Royal College | are the very place where such help should be found and 
of Veterinary Surgeons with the view of ascertaining | given. I have no doubt there are young men who come 
whether he was capable of undertaking it. (Laughter.) | to these meetings full of some troublesome case they 
It would be a great danger to the public health for any | have on hand, and go away, I may say, empty ; that is 


medical practitioner to take such a duty upon himself. 


to say, without advice or assistance from brother men- 


Mr. Bowes, while agreeing with Mr. Clarkson and | bers. If you refer to the preamble of the rules you will 
Mr. Snarry, considered that local pressure should be | find this is one of the objects of the society, and I shall 
brought to bear upon the Corporation. It was, he ob- | be pleased to do what I can to carry it out. If any 
served, an insult to the profession that the wyrk of member who hands up his slip of paper with name to it 
inspectors should be done by anyone but a veterinary | asking for a hearing, I willdo my best to get a discussion 


surgeon. 


Mr. Mason then formally introduced Mr. Carter’s 


upon it. ‘i 
The next thing I wish to name is that we shall devote 


suggestion in a resolution, with the addition that a small | more time and attention to the therapeutical part of our 
committee be appointed to consult as to the drawing up | profession. We have listened to long and exhaustive 
of a communication to be forwarded to the Parliamen- | papers on pathology, but what about our papers on 


tary Committee of the Leeds County Council. 
This was seconded by Mr. Greenhalgh. 


therapeutics and materia medica? When we hear or 
read of the great difference of opinions of the actions of 


The PrestpEnt looked upon the subject as being the | various drugs, do you not think it is time we put our 
most important that had occupied their attention fur a | heads together and try, from our practical knowledge, to 


very long time. That diagnosing of tuberculosis was in 
many cases very difficult, and to place such work in the 
hands of a non-professional man was absurd. Moreover 
it was a blow to the veterinary profession. First of all: 
their representation should be made to the local autho- 
rity , but if they found that the Corporation were deter- 
mined to persist in the proposal, then it would be the 
‘duty of the Council of the Royal College to approach 
the Board of Agriculture to see that the matter should 
not be passed into law. In Sheftield nothing of this 
sort had been brought before them and the medical officer 
of health had the supervision of the cows, but he 


generally called in a veterinary surgeon to his aid. 


That resolution was then adopted, and the following 
gentlemen were appointed as the Committee :— Messrs. 
Mason, Greenhalgh, Clarkson, Wharam, and McCar- 


mick. 
REVISED RULEs. 


The committee that had been appointed to revise the 
rules laid before the meeting the results of their revision, 


and the amended rules were adopted. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 
Mr. T. Fietcuer, Hillsborough. 





_Gentlemen,— My first duty as president of the Asso- 
ciation for the ensuing year, is to thank you very much 
for the honour you have done me. and I assure you | 
feel it doubly so by the very unanimous manner in which 
you elected me. I hope that at the end of my year of 
office you will not have cause to regret it. [am very 
sorry to tell you that age has thrust upon me one of her 
infirmities, deafness, so that I shall have to claim your 
kind forbearance if I do not answer all questions put to 
me, or seemingly neglect your remarks. [ have no 
special or scientific subject or matter to lay before you 
to-day, nor have I any wish to torture you with any of 
my fads and opinion, as was done by a president in his 
opening address a few months back, with the knowledge 
or belief that his utterances were not by usage subject to 
discussion or criticism. (A laugh.) 

What I wish to do to-day is, if [ am not out of order, 


‘fix upon more uniform doses of various drugs! Well 
may the homeeopathist laugh at the allopathist when he 
finds one man giving five drops of tine. aconite, and 
another near five drams. Besides this I think theres 
much useful information to impart to each other of 
the value of certain drugs which some of us have not 
heard of. But I do not wish you to think that I have 
got a great budget full of wonders, for [ have not, butif 
I get a little from you and you a little from me, we 
shall all benefit, so that I must ask some of you to bring 
us papers on this subject. 

Besides these matters, which are more for the good of 
the public, our clients than ourselves, we ought to col- 
sider our present day or financial position. Almost all 
branches of industry are improving their financial post- 
tion, but what is the case with the V.S.? Why, what 
with the Board of Agriculture, electricity, and other 
motive power, the poor state of agriculture, the bills get 
less and less, so that I think we should not be wasting 
time in considering our financial position, and a short 
paper by some kind friend would, I think, greatly oblige, 
and cause discussion. I now thank you for your patient 
hearing, and repeat my thanks for the honour you have 
done me. (Applause.) ' 

On the motion of Mr. Mason, and seconded by o 
Clarkson, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to MI 
Fletcher for his address. 


THe ANNUAL DINNER. 


rere iol j a 
Subsequently the members, who were icins i 
number of visitors, whose names_ have alrea Vr W 





given, dined together, under the chairmanship of 4 
| F. Greenhalgh, the retiring president. — 
_ The loyal and military toasts were proposed from . 

chair, and Mr. Mason, who shared the celebrated ae “ 
to Candahar, and who now holds a commission 1” = 

| Leeds Artillery, responded for “Army and Navy, 

| Reserve Forces.’‘ . ‘ollege of 
| The CuarrMay, in proposing “The Royal Ce _ of 
Veterinary Surgeons,” observed that they were eon a 
the fact that this vear’s president of that jnstituti 


D i ayy" ac: 
_a member of the Yorkshire Society, and a cone “i f 

titioner. (Applause.) During Mr. ment Pe That 
| office everything had, so far, gone on smoothly. 
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veterinary surgeons in London were well represented on | was necessary to coach the students well, both in practi- 
the Council, and he should Jike to see the provincial | cal and theoretical knowledge, in order to get the best 
societies combine to send more representatives from the | possible results at the examinations. 

country to that body. The Yorkshire and Lancashire; Mr. ABsoNn next submitted the toast of “The Veter- 
societies had hitherto combined, but he desired greater | inary Schools,” remarking that these institutions had 


combination amongst the provincial societies. The ques- | probably never been so efficiently managed as now. The 


tion of expense in attending the meetings in London | teaching had probably never been so efficient, and pro 
was no doubt a serious item, but he thought it was a|vatio, the examinations had never been so difficult. 
difficulty which might be got over. He believed the | Some of the schools had of late lived in troublous times. 
Registration Committee had done and were doing a very | The four years’ scheme had resulted in the curtailment 
good work. The Council ought, however, to have power | of the number of students attending the schools, and 
to deal with the members of the Highland S ciety. | another factor was probably the more stringent matricu- 
(Hear, hear.) He referred with satisfaction to the fact | lation examination. No doubt things would level them- 
that the head of their profession had been invited to | selves up in the course of time, and they would reap the 
attend the recent conference meeting at Marlborough | benefit by having a better class of members among 
House, observing that by this courteous and apprecia- | them. He was sorry that Principal Williams was not 
tive act of the Prince of Wales they might be said to | present, for he was one of the most respected members 
take a little step higher in the social scale. (Applause.) | of the Yorkshire Association. (Applause). 

Mr. Mason first replied to the toast. He expressed| Mr. CLARKSON, in response, joined in the expression of 
his deep sense of their kindness to him. and assured | regret at the absence of Principal Williams, and the 
them that in the various positions he had filled he had | cause of it. One speaker had remarked that the exam- 
always striven to do good for his profession generally. | iners turned out a better class of students than was for- 
He thanked the Yorkshire members for the great support | merly the case, but some of the credit of that improve- 
they had accorded to him on the occasion of the visit | ment should be given to the schools. He quite agreed 
of the National Society to Leeds last year, when the | with Mr. Abson that the schools were more efficient than 
attendance was, he believed, a record one. At the pre- | in the past ; they had more definite lines to go upon, and, 
sent gathering they missed the genial face of Principal therefore, knew what to teach. To whom, he asked, was 
Williams, one of the fathers of the Yorkshire Society, | the efliciency of the schools due? Not to the help of the 
and deeply regretted the cause of his absence. (Ap- | State, but private enterprise, and Principal Williams 
plause.) The Council of the Royal College were — justly deserved the medal that had just been presented 
pleased to do anything they could to further the interests | to him by the Council of the Royal College. No one 
of the veterinary profession, and to consider the requests | deserved the honour more. No one living had done 
of the local societies. (Applause.) Any number of; more for the veterinary profession than Principal 
matters came before the Council, and it was only a few | Williams. His teaching had not only been beneficial to 
hours ago that a gentleman wanted to see if they could | his own students, but many practitioners in all parts of 
appoint a committee to consider the question of unifor- | the country had added to their knowledge from his 
mity of fees. No doubt, some of the London fees | papers or conversation. He did not think there was a 
would suit them in the country, but he did not think | man in the veterinary profession who could compare 
that the scheme for a uniformity of fees throughout | with Principal Williams in breadth of conception. (Ap- 
the profession would be feasible. It was somewhat of | plause.) As a profession they were beginning to be more 
an anomaly that they could strike off the Register the | recognised, and they must look to the schools largely for 
hame of a practitioner asa Member of the Royal College, | maintaining and improving their position. 
but, that if he held the certificate of the Highland | “Other Veterinary Medical Societies ” was introduced 
Society they could do nothing whatever. There would be ‘by Mr. Fletcher, who remarked upon the beneficial 
* conference shortly, when he thought some scheme would | influence of these associatious. He had been a member 
a strived at, whereby the members of the Highland of the Yorkshire Association for a number of years, he 
the Ro would come within the reach of the Council of | always enjoyed attending the meetings, and went home 
dni —_ College. The Registration Committee were with something new on his mind. And, perhaps, he had 
a they possibly could to suppress evasion of the left something fresh behind him. (Hear, hear.) He 
and 'y people forming veterinary medicine companies, | Was quite satistied that these societies were a great help 
a a determined to put down advertising. Nothing | to the profession, the members of which never worked 

uld lower them more than advertising in the public | more harmoniously together than now, and he hoped that 
eo (Applause.) feeling would long continue. 

—__ also responded, describing the Registration | Mr. McKinna, in replying to the toast, expressed his 
the Co a by far the most important Committee of , own personal pleasure at the compliment which had been 
me cmt at the present time. It was, he added, doing | paid to Mr. Fletcher, and also congratulated the York- 
rh wench the profession. ‘There were, unfortu- | shire Association that one of their members was the 
re — ers who would not “go straight ”—there | President of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
tiated mp — received which could not be substan- [he question of money, he continued, ought not to deter 
ae = all the complaints were gone into thoroughly, | them from having a_ proper representation of the pro- 

'espective of the individual against whom the complaint | vinces on the Council, though he believed it had kept a 
was made. Yorkshi ; : : d joini hat body. He was 
fortunate in ccc: shire was, he considered, singularly good many of them from joining that body. e was 
dent of the — one of its members this year’s presi- | proud to know that they had in the provinces profess- 
se inenien _ College. Mr. Mason’s conduct had, | ional men of culture and skill, and whose services had 
: — een that of an ideal president (applause) ; | been appreciated by the Council. He gave a cordial 
things had oured to show no favour, and up to now | Invitation to Yorkshire members to the annual dinner of 

Sen gone exceeding smoothly under his presidency. | the Lancashire Association, and alluded with satisfac- 
the am The Examiners,” Mr. Cooke regretted | tion to the honour paid to the profession by the Prince 
who did ole Mr. Woods. The examiners were men | of Wales. 

cir duty well, and students that were turned | Mr. R. Cocksurn also followed with a speech in re- 
,Present time were very creditable to the pro- | sponse to the toast. He said he had no doubt that the 





e 

'ession. Some of them would probably be a little better | Council of the Royal College took their cue to a large 
more practical ex 

wana, ia acknowledging the toast, said he | 

confidence in the examiners, but he thought it 


. | . . . . . ° 
rience. | measure from the provincial veterinary medical societies. 
The Yorkshire Association were taking a proper course 


had - . 
— in having decided to memoralise the Leeds City Council 
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in regard to the sanitary provisions of their new Parlia- 
mentary Bill. It was a shame that medical officers of 
health should usurp the functions of the veterinary 
pases and it was time the latter asserted them- 
selves. 

Mr. Mason gave “The Veterinary Defence and 
Mutual Benevolent Society,” recommending those who 
did not already belong to that institution to join. 

Mr. FLETCHER then asked the company to honour a 
toast which was not included in the list—* The health of 
the Leeds members of the Yorkshire Association He 
said they were greatly indebted to these gentlemen for 
many acts of kindness, and for their exertions in keeping 
up the interest in the Association. 

The Hon. Secretary acknowledged the compliment, 
and in doing so assured the gathering that the Leeds 
members did their best for the Association. 

The next toast honoured was that of *‘ The Chairman,” 
at the invitation of Mr. Mason, who reminded them of 
the valuable service which Mr. Greenhalgh had rendered 
to the Association as secretary, a member of thé com- 
mittee, and president. Mr. Mason also urged the mem- 
bers to give greater support to the President of the year 
at the ordinary meetings of the Association. 

The CHAIRMAN suitably returned thanks. He said it 
had always been his idea to make the Yorkshire Asso- 
ciation paramount if possible. He had had a long con- 
nection with the Association, and his ambition to be- 
come President of it had been realised. He, too, en- 
forced the desirability of members attending regularly the 
business meetings of the Association. 

Mr. SNARRY submitted the concluded toast of “The 
Visitors,” to which Mr. 8. Parkinson, Mr. W. Atkinson, 
and Mr. J. Godfrey Long replied. %3%,;,28%8, 

During the evening « capital programme of vocal 
music was contributed, and the arrangements of the hon. 
secretary and hon. treasurer were, as usual, admirable. 











EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 





A CRUELTY CASE. 


Walter Johnson, 39, omnibus driver, was charged, on 
remand, before Mr. de Rutzen, at Marlborough Street 
Police Court, on Wednesday afternoon, with cruelly tor- 
turing a horse attached to his omnibus by driving it 
while in an unfit state, and Owen McCarnen, horse fore- 
man, in the employ of the London Road Car Company 
Ltd., was summoned by William McCullagh, an officer 
of the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals, for causing the horse to be cruelly illtreated, 
abused and tortured. Mr. H. Colam, barrister, 

rosecuted on behalf of the RS.P.C.A, and Mr. 

V. Freeman Barrett, barrister, appeared for the de- 
fence. William McCullagh deposed that at a quater 
past five on the evening of 16th January, he was 
in Piccadilly Circus and saw Johnson driving a 
roan gelding attached to the off side of a “road car.” 
The animal was trotting extremely lamely on the off 
side limb, and the witness therefore stopped the vehicle 
and pointed out the animal’s condition. Johnson replied 
“T know it is lame, it always starts lame. The horse- 
keeper sent it out.”—Cross-examined : Johnson did not 
seem surprised. He said he was an odd man.— Constable 
Kempton, 345 C, gave evidence of arrest. He stated 
that Johnson said, when the horse’s lameness was 
pointed out, “I know it is lame. It was sent out by the 
horsekeeper at Hammersmith.” pomt, “Sg 

Mr. Robert Anderson, veterinary surgeon, said that he 
had examined gelding. It was in good condition. but 
was very lame from bone spavin on the off side limb of 
old standing. It was, at the time he looked‘ at it unfit 
for any kind of work. : 





Mc Cullagh, recalled and examined by Mr. (vlan, 
said that he examined the animal when he stopped him, 
and told Johnson it was suffering from bone spavin, 
Johnson did not, in his answer, refer in any way to the 
bone spavin. The following day he (witness) saw 
McCarnen in court and went with him from the court to 
the yard at the rear, and pointed out the condition of 
the horse. McCarnen said, “It is all right; it is not 
lame. I saw it leave the yard about half-past two. | 
have over three hundred horses, and cannot see them 
all.” He reported to McCarnen what the driver had 
said, that the horse always started lame, and that he 
knew it was lame. McCarnen replied, “ If he does say 
so he is a b--— liar.—Cross-examined : He had dis- 
covered nothing the matter with the tendons. He was 
a practical man, and was formerly farrier-major at 
Aldershot. He did not have the, horse’s shoe off, nor 
use a hammer to the foot. It was about 11.30 am. 
when he saw McCarnen, who did say the horse had got 
pricked. It was not dark when he stopped the hors. 
It was always light in Piccadily, and he examined the 
animal by gas and electric lights. It was taken to Vine 
Street Police Station where there was also a good light. 
He discovered the spavin by feeling the leg, not by look- 
ing at it. He did not examine the foot. 

Mr. Anderson, recalled, said he examined the animal 
in the morning of the day after it was stopped, at the 
back of the court. He could not say if either of de- 
fendants were present. At the time he had no doubt 
that the lameness was due to spavin. If the animal did 
have a prick in the foot, and suppuration was going 00, 
that was a greater reason why it should not have been 
sent out. Apart from the prick it was unfit to work on 
account of spavin. He did say the spavin was of long 
standing.—Cross-examined: He had no doubt at the 
time that the horse had a spavin. He did not examine 
the foot in any way, because when he found the spavin 
he thought that quite sufficient. The animal might be 
lame from something else. People did not care about 
shoes being taken off horses. There was no one from the 
firm toask about it. If he had been requested to ex 
amine the foot he would have done so. It was his duty 
to ascertain, as nearly as possible, precise cause of lame: 
ness. Very likely there was suppuration in the foot, and 
he did not discover it. He made careful examination 0! 
the hock. He was certain there was spavin. He gave 
the opinion that it had been lame for some time from 
spavin. The animal was lame to-day, but not very lame. 
It might be fit to go to work, but he was afraid it would 
not keep sound long if put to work. It was fit now lor 
omnibus work. He did not think that he said on the 
previous occasion the horse was past work. being he 
oath he did not wish to say that he did not make ™ 
statement. He did not say the horse was practice 
worn out and unfit for any work at all.—The M agi 
trate: You may remember his evidence was read soon 
and his evidence was that the horse was unfit for one 
work at that time.—Cross-examination continued hink 
horse was now practically sound, but he did not . ia 
it would keep sound for long. He accounted “ the 
animal's present recuvery by rest. He considered “ 
rest sufficient. He discovered slight wasting of ane 
of the quarter. That was consistent with a gg oo 
ing lameness. He thought the horse had been -— 
erhaps two or three months. The life of an oy bis 
orse was about six years. He did not know : nnibus 
horse was bought eighteen months ago by the van 
company. He examined its mouth and come not 
conclasion it was about ten years old. He aed 
attend ccurt on the last occasion, because he Ww 


suffering an acute attack of ague. 3, and 


By Mr. Colam: There was atrophy of muscles 
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condition that it would go sound, but if put to work 
would go out lame next morning. 

Mr. Colam : That is our case as Professor Pritchard 
is not here. 

Mr. Barrett: There are one or two points I should 
like to refer to before calling my evidence. With re- 
gard to the evidence for the prosecution I would desire 
to point out it rests practically upon the statements 
of Mr. Anderson. We have had called before us a 
society's officer, who in no way professes to be an ex- 
pert, who, though no doubt an honest man. has no 
knowledge of horses and the diseases from which they 
suffer. He has told us he examined this horse at 5.15 
in the evening, and immediately came to the conclu- 
sion it was suffering from spavin. If that was so the 
enlargement must have been very extensive and evi- 
dent to any man who understands horses. It is impos- 
sible for anyone to have discovered a slight or doubtful 
spavin under such circumstances. With regard to the 
evidence given by Mr. Anderson, I submit he has been 
guilty of either culpable negligence or ignorance. He 
went the next morning to examine the horse, but did 
not look at the foot. All veterinary surgeons know that 
lameness very often arises from injury to the foot. We 
suggested he should make what examination he choses. 
He had been guilty of gross carelessness. The evidence 
is so strong that if he had been acting for a private 
client an action for damages would have been brought. 
Ishall call a mass of evidence of veterinary surgeons 
who will say the horse has no spavin or other chronic 
disease. It was suffering from a recent acute injury to 
the foot. It was treated for this by the ordinary method, 
and in four or five days, has become practically sound. 
With regard to the statement that the driver said the 
animal always started lame, J shall prove that he is oaly 
anodd man, and that he had never driven the horse 
until this very morning. 1t was, therefore, impossible for 
him to give utterance to such a statement. A grave 
error has been made, with consequent suffering to the 
horse from its foot not having been relieved, and trouble 
and loss to the defendants. 

Py Parson Porch, F.R.C.VS., veterinary surgeon to 
wae on oad Car Company, said that the horse in 
ior ep eee | his ope - von purchased - 

“t lor £87 10s. Every horse purchased was examine 
by him or his colleague, and he visited the stables every 

—< The foreman’s duty was to call his attention to 
pd , that was lame, sick, or otherwise unfit for 

"a € notice produced in court (cautioning horse- 

= -& immediately report anything wrong with a 

wp . exhibited in all their depédts. His attention 

es nen called to this roan gelding for lameness. 
estes with inflammation of the lungs some six 
mre: It had been working constantly since its 
mien gto as he saw, and if there had been anything 
vies wha should have seen it. He examined it 
oy thet - sig — stopped, and the foreman farrier had 

Portion of the mpg the shoe and discovered that a 

our rule to ; Sole at the outer heel was underrun. It is 

comes in In - once take the shoe off every horse that 
mpl - a this case matter had broken out at 
¥as going tn the time the horse reached the stable. He 

Was not ae actically sound again in three days, and he 

ully for snagjnv; He examined the animal very care- 
in his — after hearing what had been alleged, but 

With regan ee seerany . trace of ee 
480 submi vasted muscles of the quarter he ha 
could ieee to a very careful examination, but 
leg the muscles ence of it. If a horse were to rest a 

€s of that side would relax. In this in- 


‘tance ther 
© Was no ; 
OM sufferin  s 2° atrophy of muscles whatever. A 


Tl ’ 
not recover af, tom chronic lameness from spavin would 
- three days’ rest. It would usually be 
a rest. If there was a spavin any 


Or sue 


atrophy of the quarter would denote long continued 
lameness. 

Cross-examined : It was quite possible to develop a 
» ether since 1897. Spavin was common in horses. In 
this case matter had begun to come out of the top by 
the time I saw the horse. I[t would, in the event of a 
prick, pass upwards and out at the top, but would not 
necessarily cause a sinus. There was not a sinus. It 
was a frequent occurrence for a horse to carry matter 
about in its foot and go sound for some days. He 
should say it was not a severe prick or the horse would 
have shown signs of lameness earlier. There was no 
atrophy of the muscles, not the slightest. 

In reply to the magistrate the witness added that if 
the horse rested a leg for some time it would waste, and 
would show outward signs of wasting. Wasting of the 
muscles was a very slow process. 

Mr. William Taylor, Mr. George Reddish, Mr. Charles 
Austin Brown, and Mr. William Hunting, veterinary 
surgeons, were also called and swore positively that after 
a minute examination of the animal in question no 
trace of spavin could be found, the horse showing signs 
only of suppuration in the foot evidently caused by an 
injury of some kind. 

Mr. Hunting said that he had nv doubt whatever that 
the lameness was caused solely by the suppuration, and 
it would require a week or ten days for the animal to be 
fit for work. The horny covering which was cut away 
to remove the matter would not quite grow again in that 
time, but the tender place could be covered with tow and 
leather until quite well. A horse might have matter in 
the foot without going lame, and that was frequently in- 
stanced with regard to corns. An animal would go out 
apparently sound and suddenly fall lame, the cause 
afterwards being shown to be due to acorn with sup- 
| puration underneath. 
| Cross-examined : The pus takes an upward turn be- 
| cause it can get nowhere else. It would always break 

out from the coronet after a few days if the horse were 

| worked. It was possible that the horse should have 
gone out sound in this instance, but he would not say 
that it was likely. 

The Magistrate: It is pointed out that the stables 
contain 300 horses, the V.S. does not daily examine 
every one? No.—His attention is called to any horse re- 
quiring immediate attention? Certainly.—He could not 
go round to all of them, and might overlook some of 
them if he did? Yes.—We have here this discharge on 
the coronet. It is a painful process as arule? Yes, as 
a rule.—Assuming it started from a prick, how long 
would it take to work up to the coronet after forming / 
Asarule about three or four days.—You believe this 
came froma prick in the shoeing? My colleagues do. I 
do not, I think it was from some other cause.—As a 
matter of fact it has been proved to-day that the horse 
had been working and the matter had arrived at the 
coronet. With your great experience, if your attention 
had been called you would not have recommended the 
horse to go out? If he had been lame I should not. It 
is quite possible I should not have detected anything 
about the curonet the day before it broke out.—-If there 
had been lameness? I should have searched for the 
origin of lameness.—In what state do you think that 
horse would be whilst matter was forming, and before it 
escaped? I should think in the majority of cases he 
would go out lame.—As far as you can judge he would 
show signs of lameness? Yes, but the other is possible. 
—Would you like to say it is improbable? I should not. 

The defendant Johnson was called and gave evidence 
that on the day in question he drove the horse for the 
first time, and it cobieaie went lame in Piccadilly. He 
did not tell the society’s officer that the horse always 
went out lame. He told the officer he noticed it went 
stiff when he brought it out. 
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Mr. De Rutzen said the case was really in a nutshell. 


Mr. Anderson had said that at the time he examined 
the horse it was suffering from a spavin and was unfit 
for work. The preponderance of evidence, however, 
showed that the animal did not suffer from a spavin, but 
that was nothing to do with the case. It might prove 
that Mr. Anderson or Mr. McCullagh was wrong, but the 
question was, was the horse lame and unfit? There 
could be no question as to the lameness of the horse, 
though nothing of the kind was observed when the 
animal left the stable. We had had a relay of veterin- 
ary surgeons such as he had not seen since a case which 
came before him at Westminster, when 64 veterinary 
surgeons came to give evidence—(laughter)—and Mr. 
Hunting was one of them. When the driver in this case 
arrived at Piccadilly the horse was undoubtedly lame, 
and that showed that McCullagh did quite right in stop- 
ping it. He was going to give the defendants the benefit 
of the doubt and discharge them, and would have done 
so a long time ago, but was obliged to listen toMil the 
evidence, a kind of evidence, however, he was always 
pleased to listen to. A mistake had been made by the 
defendant horsekeeper, and if more care had been taken 
the thing never would have happened. That much 
credit was due to McCullagh for stopping the animal 
just at the critical time he felt sure the company would 
admit. The defendants were now free to go away, and 
all he wished to add was that they should be more par- 
ticular in future and direct those under their control to 
report everything of the kind to them. 

Mr. Barrett asked for costs, but the magistrate declined 
to allow any. 








LEGISLATIVE CONTROL OF BOVINE 
TUBERCULOSIS. 


In a paper read before the Society of Arts by Mr. W. 
Hunting, the difficulties and injustice of merely attack- 
ing the disease in the hands of butchers and cowkeepers 
was first dealt with. Then the narrow limitations and 
dangers of leaving the disease to voluntary effort was 
discussed, and finally a method of compulsory control 
was advocated as follows :-— 


Those who would rely upon voluntary effort for the 
control of tuberculosis in animals, overlook the danger 
to human beings, and treat with too little gravity the 
constant infection of man which results from disease in 
cattle. This danger received recognition when, in 1896, 
a Royal Commission was appointed “to inquire what 
legislative procedures are advisable, and would be de- 
sirable, for controlling the danger to man through the 
use as food of the meat and milk of tuberculous ani- 
mals.” Tbis Commission issued a report in 1898 which 
recommended -— 

(1) That local authorities should have powers given 
them to erect public slaughter-houses, and provide 
for the inspection of meat. 

(2) That the Local Government Board be empowered 
to issue instructions prescribing the degrees of 
infection which cause a carcase to be seized in 
whole or in part. 

(3) That notification by the owner of every disease 
of the udder of cows should be made compulsory. 

(4) That milk should be analysed and tested. ' 

(5) That cowsheds should be kept in proper sanitary 
condition. 

(6) That the Board of Agriculture should assist 
stock-owners to detect disease in their animals by 
the offer of a gratuitous tuberculin test, under 
conditions that compel separation and isolation of 


advance upon mere voluntary efforts. The regulations 
applying to butchers and cow-keepers are stringent, espe- 
cially the one requiring notification of all udder diseases, 
Even the gratuitous tuberculin test is made subject to 
cunditions uf separation and isolation equal to any 
similar regulations now applied to other diseases under 
the Animals Diseases Act. 

It will be noticed that the Commission was limited by 
its instructions to the question of protecting human 
beings from the dauger of tuberculosis in animals. It, 
therefore made no suggestions for the control of the dis- 
ease in cattle except such as would indirectly follow 
voluntary efforts on the part of stock-owners, and the 
conditional use ef tuberculin by the Board of Agricul- 
ture. The fact is the Commission could do more, and 
their report is to be looked upon as the irreducible 
minimum of necessary legislation for saving human life. 
I shall try to show that their instructions so limited 
their view of the subject as to render it insufficient for 
any useful legislation, and that what they desire to 
attain can be more easily and certainly arrived at by a 
different course—by a course that will not only protect 
man, but will also assist the agriculturist, and do justice 
to the cowkeeper and butcher. The report of the Com- 
mission certainly did good by directing public attention 
to the subject, but its suggestion for compulsory inter- 
ference without payment of compensation has alienated 
many of the interests concerned. By a majority of one 
the Commission decided against payment of compensa 
tion to the butchers for seizure of tuberculous carcases. 
Thus, by one man’s vote, the meat trade has been made 
to take a position of opposition to proposed legislation, 
and the agriculturist has accepted the non-compensa- 
tion verdict as an authoritative hint of what he may 
expect should he assent to any administrative action. | 

To know what avthoritative opinion on tuberculosis 
in animals is, we must read with the report of the 1898 
Commission, the recommendations of a Departmental 
Committee, which took evidence in 1888, on the question 
of measures required to control the disease in animals. 
It reported :—“That in order to ensure the gradua 
extirpation of tuberculosis, we are of opinion that it 
should be included in the Contagious Diseases (Animals) 
Act for the purposes of :—- 

(1) Slaughter of diseased animals. 

(2) Payment of compensation for slaughter. 

(3) Seizure of diseased animals in fairs and 

or during transit. ; . : “th 

Reading these recommendations in conjunction Wit 
those of the recent Royal Commission we obtain gu! 
ance as to the necessary measures for the protection ° 
man and animals. The two objects are not a 
The control of tuberculosis in animals and in man — 
subject, and unless the double object be kept 0 * ma 
administrative measures will be partially applie¢, 
sufficient, and unsuccessful. ; t of the 

I am supported in this contention by the yong ro . 
Royal Commission, which clearly recognised vg! T wed 
ciency of its recommendations, aud says: | + 
cautions against the communication of tubercu! a 
to human beings (from the consumption of eo Bo 
milk of diseased animnls) must be regarded or “— ig 
ary and uncertain palliatives, so long as 10 = them- 
made to reduce the disease among the anima’ aie 
selves.” This sentence is the keynote to use - disease 
lation. To protect man against a contagion fection 
of animals the logical plan is to. contro oe the 
at its source—“ to reduce the disease oa this 
animals themselves.” A good illustration of hich as 
can be done is afforded by the success fort against 
attended Mr. Walter Long’s well-sustained e pet 7 
rabies in dogs—with the consequent disappe 
hydrophobia in man. 
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reached its goal, as when it is in the hands of butchers 
and cow-keepers. Safety requires that the first effort 
should be to prevent it ever arriving so near the human 
stomach. ee 

The agriculturist is himself a sufferer, and deserves all 
the assistance that can be given him. Tuberculosis 
causes continuous loss to him through abortion and 
sterility, through wasting disease and death, through 
the interference with fattening and the excess of food 
required to feed diseased animals. Although probably 
20 per cent. of the adult cattle of the country are more 
or less infected, only about 1 per cent. show visible 
signs of the disease, and prove a total loss in any year. 
If we take the cattle stock of the kingdom at 6,500,000, 
and put aside those under two years old as being very 
slightly affected, we have 4,000,000 animals concerning 
which the estimate may be that 1 per cent. are distinctly 
diseased—unfit either for meat or milk production. This 
would put the annual loss from bovine tuberculosis at 
40,000 animals, and is sufficient to warrant legislative 
assistance and control. 

Looking at tuberculosis in animals from the wider 
standpoint, we may find guidance in the combined 
recommendations of the two bodies who have taken 
evidence on the whole subject—on its danger to man 
and its danger toanimals. If we place alongside of 
each other the reports of the Departmental Committee 
of 1888 and the Royal Commission of 1898, it will be 
seen how they are complementary to each other, and 
how the two must be jointly adopted to give the 
— amount of success with the least friction and 
cost. 


The recommendations are :— 


Departmental Committee. Royal Commission. 


Scheduling the disease in Compulsory notification by 
the Diseases of Animals owners of all udder 
Act. disease in cows. 

Inspection of diseased Inspection of meat, milk, 
animals. and cow-sheds. 

Seizure of diseased ani- Seizure of diseased cows 


mals in markets or dur- in slaughter-houses and 


ing transit. cow-sheds. 

Slaughter of diseased ani- Voluntary use of tubercu- 
mals on owners’ premises, lin, but followed by iso- 
and payment of compen- lation of all infected 
sation, animais, 


Pr Committee offer no suggestions for the protection 
o'man from tuberculous meat and milk. The Comis- 
- leave untouched the mass of disease existing among 
allthe stock not in the hands of butchers and cow- 
a. The defects of either recommendation would 
A iminated by the adoption of both. I will very 
ian each of — ony “eee egg 
—" ma SS g 

modified ns rh Es ibly show how some may be 
_qledading Tuberenlosis in the Diseases of Animals Act. 
"en Irst step in providing for legislative control of a 
me in animals is to schedule it. When scheduled it 
cho a disease” under the Act, and further pro- 
scheduled + be added. That tuberculosis should be 
ession it the opinion of the whole veterinary pro- 
one t was recommended by the Departmental 
panied ®e 11 years ago. This step need not be accom- 
4 wae. d further regulations to do inestimable 
chiefly y present the regulation of cow-sheds depends 
ds ipa Cow-sheds’ and Dairies’ Order, one 
among me ich refers to the “Existence of disease 
ite ee _and provides that “ if at any time disease 


e 
the pape the cattle in a dairy or cow-shed..... . 
human food sensed cow therin shall not be used for 
tedties een, This would seem to afford all the pro- 


Useless one a? against tuberculosis. But the clause is 
losis ag « — the Act does not define tubercu- 


a Two or three other affections of 


cows which are not transmissible or dangerous to man 
are “ diseases,” and the milk from such animals must 
not be sold. The greatest danger to milk from animal 
disease is tuberculosis but this is untouched by the Cow- 
sheds’ and Milk-shops’ Order. If the Board of Agri- 
culture were to schedule tuberculosis under the Diseases 
of Animals Act, no diseased cow could remain in a shed 
supplying milk for human consumption. Here is the 
means for the protection of man ready at hand—a 
stroke of the pen could bring it into action—but the 
Board of Agriculture make no move, whilst 70,000 deaths 
from tuberculosis are registered annually. Such fatuous 
indifference is inexplicable. If cabescaiaale were 
scheduled under the Diseases of Animals Act nothing 
more would be required to enable the medical officer of 
health to guard human beings against a tubercle-polluted 
milk supply. 

This first step could be made without imposing on 
agriculturists the slightest restraint, without interfer- 
ing in the smallest degree with healthy stock, or with 
any diseased animal outside of a cow-shed. Great as 
would be the good attained by merely making tubercu- 
losis “a disease” under the Diseases of Animals Act, 1 
should not propose to limit the action of the Board of 
Agriculture to this one essential step. There are regu- 
lations which must be enforced for the protection of 
animals as well as for man. 

Notification of udder diseases in Cows.—One of the 
recommendations of the Royal Commission is that com- 
pulsory notificatiou by the owner of all udder disease in 
milk cows should be enforced. This is very necessary, 
because official inspectors cannot attend every day, and 
udder infection must be detected in the initial stage. 
The disease developes rapidly and requires attention at 
the earliest possible moment if contamination of milk is 
to be prevented. The owner and his servants have daily 
opportunity to detect anything amiss, and they there- 
fore may well be required to notify the danger immedi- 
ately itis discovered- As I have said before, the Royal 
Commission cut down their recommendations to the 
irreducible minimum. Had they not done so they 
would never have insisted upon the notification of udder 
disease, whilst leaving unnoticed generalised tubercu- 
losis, which may not affect the udder, but which impli- 
cates every other part of the body. Cows suffering from 
generalised tuberculosis are quite as common in cow- 
sheds as those affected with tuberculous udders. From 
them there is a constant escape of tubercle bacilli in the 
excreta and in the sputum. The front of the stall in 
which such cows stand is plastered with half-masticated 
food, mucus and sputum, whilst the tail and udder of the 
animal are fouled by the bacillus-laden excreta. Even 
for human safety, generalised cases of tuberculosis in 
cowsheds should be included with udder disease for 
notification. When we take a wider view and grant that 
some control of disease among animals themselves should 
be enforced, the question arises why disease should be 
notified in cows and not inoxen? If compulsory notifi- 
cation of disease in one gland and one animal is advis- 
able, why not extend the requirement to include all 
clearly distinguishable tubercular disease in cattle? No 
disease has ever been scheduled in the Diseases of 
Animals Act without compulsory notification being the 
first regulation enforced. Curiously enough the Depart- 
mental Committee of 1888 declined to recommend com- 
pulsory notification. The reason they gave for this 
omission was, “That the disease might exist and yet 
show no signs of its presence.” The difficulty of diag- 
nosis existed in 1888, but tuberculin has now rendered 
it possible to diagnose every case. The reason which 
vlad the committee no longer exists, and we may infer 
there is no other objection to compulsory notification. 
But even in 1888 the recommendation of the committee 
was incunsistent with the course adopted with other 





contagious diseases. Hundreds of cases of pleuro-pneu- 
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monia in cattle and of glanders in horses then existed 
with no sign of their presence. Those two diseases re- 
quired compulsory notification by the owner, under pain 
of fine or imprisonment for neglect ; but of course no 
man was ever punished for not notifying a case he could 
not detect. Noone now proposes to ask owners of stock 
to do impossibilities, and no one proposes to seize or 
slaughter those cases which can only be detect2d by the 
aid of tuberculin. What is necessary is the notification 
of clearly diseased animals in cow-sheds or wherever 
they exist. 

Inspection of Meat, Milk, and Cow-sheds.—The dan- 
ger from meat is not so urgent as that from milk. If 
local authorities put in force all the powers they possess, 
very little harm from tuberculosis in animals would result 
from meat. The worst meat is now smuggled into shops, 


evasion of inspection is deliberately carried out, and_no | 
respectable butcher has anything to do with it. The 


most effective method of protecting the public against 
such meat is not by expensive abattoirs and an army of 
inspectors, but by making it worth the while of the 
owners of stock not to sell diseased animals, but to re- 
port their existence to the authorities, who would gthen 
seize and compensate. Another method of protecting 
the public is to enable the butcher to protect hims elf 
from loss by giving him a claim on the man who sold 
him a diseased animal. So far as tuberculosis goes, the 
whole danger of infected meat would be hetter con- 
trolled by scheduling the disease in the Diseases of Animals 
Act than by any other course. 

As to milk, the Royal Commission propose inspecting 
and testing. Every precaution and every check would 
be placed on tuberculous milk by the action of the Cow- 
sheds’ and Dairies’ Order provided its regulations were 
made potential by the ieianlens of Tuberculosis in the 
Diseases of Animals Act. 

The inspection of cow-sheds is now undertaken by 
sanitary officers and medical officers of health. All that 
the Royal Commission require further is the inspection 
of the cows by veterinary surgeons. This also would be 
effected if tuberculosis were scheduled. The inspection 





suggested by the Royal Commission is of course useless 
uuless provision be made for seizing and removing dis- 
eased cows. 

Slaughter of Diseased Animals.—The Royal Com- 
mission said nothing of the seizure and slaughter of dis- 
eased animals, but those measures are implied by their 
recommendations for inspection of milk, and for notifi- | 
cation of udder diseases. It is evident that the dis- | 
covery of diseased animals would be useless unless they 
were removed. ‘To compel a dairyman to kill diseased 
cattle at his own cost by stopping his business until he 
did so, would be an indirect meanness without precedent. | 
I conclude the Royal Commission would wish local | 
authorities to have power to remove and slaughter all | 
dangerous animals in cow-sheds. The Departmental | 
Committee unanimously advised slaughter of diseased | 
animals and payment of compensation. Here again we 
see that if the Board of Agriculture would schedule | 
tuberculosis, and deal with it as they have dealt with | 
other contagious diseases, they would only be adopting 
what the Royal Commission and the Departmental Com- 
mittee both recommend. 

Compensation for Slaughter.—It is hardly necessary 
to offer any argument in favour of paying compensation 
to an owner for the seizure of his property for the public 
good. For more than thirty years the precedent has ob- 
tained of paying compensation for the slaughter of 
animals under the Diseases of Animals Act. That a new 
departure should be made in the case of tuberculosis 
requires some reasons stronger than have yet been formu- 
lated. ‘he owners of animals have been tanght by pre- 
vious experience to look to Government for assistance as 
well as for measures of confiscation. Authorities have 
found it easier, more effective, and less expensive, to pay 








the owner for his co-operation in notifying disease and 
isolating infectious animals than to refuse compensation 
whilst trusting to constant inspection and compulsion for 
the detection and control of disease. Liberal compep- 
sation has been found by the Privy Council and by the 
| Board of Agriculture a necessary and expedient corollary 
_of the compulsory slaughter of animals. Compensation 
'is of course only partial, and the owner of stuck js 
| always a heavy loser, even when he receives the most 
liberal compensation. 

It pleases some people to talk of the loss from con- 
tagious diseases of animals as “a trade risk,” and of 
insurance by butchers against it as a thing quite analo- 





no notice of an extremely important difference. No 
regulations, either voluntary or legislative, will ever puta 
stop to storms and accidents at sea. They are an inevita- 
ble trade risk which cannot be suppressed, and can only 
be insured against. With contagious diseases of animals 


| 
| gous to insurance by shipowners. This argument takes 
| 


| there is no such inevitable and unpreventable condition. 


The same argument prevailed fora time when the cattle- 
plague invaded this country in 1865—the disease spread, 
herds were exterminated, and stock-owners ruined. 
Then stamping out with liberal compensation was tried, 
and in a few months the plague was exterminated. 
Similar measures have been attended with success in 
the case of two other serious diseases— pleuro-pneu- 
monia and foot-and-mouth disease. Contagious diseases 
of animals are more than a trade risk, they are a national 
disaster, and should be faced as such. ‘They are pre- 
ventable and, in time, extinguishable. 

Seizure of Diseased Animals.—This was advised by 
the Departmental Committee whenever animals were in 
such a position as to be likely to spread disease to other 
animals, as at fairs and markets. or on roads or during 
transit. The Royal Commission would only advise 
seizure where danger to man existed. If we are to avoid 
limiting preventive efforts to what the Commission called 
“temporary and uncertain palliatives,” seizure of all 
diseased animals likely to injure man or spread disease 
should be adopted. Power to seize animals away from 
home pre-supposes some regulations against movement 
of diseased cattle, and such regulations have always 
formed part of any scheme for the suppression of sche- 
duled diseases. 

Use of Tuberculin.—l accept as most valuable the 
recommendajion of the Royal Commission that the 
Board of Agriculture should supply to any stock-owner 
who desired it a gratuitous testing of his stock. As the 
acceptance of the test is purely a voluntary act, the 
stock-owner cannot object to conditions that he shal 
separate all the diseased from the healthy, and not sel 
those which are infected except for slaughter. Those 
conditions though fair are likely to be so toons 
to many stock-owners, that I fear little request for Ue 
tuberculin test would follow its establishment by the 


. ° : > well ad- 
Board of Agriculture. Cow-keepers would be oy 
| vised to accept it if the opportunity occurs, stil! me 


willingly should breeders hold out their hand ior . 
The voluntary use of tuberculin, whether the tons -" 
applied by authorities, or by private veterinary i 
puts the owner in a_ position of command over one ble 
ease. He learns which animals are diseased and aaah 
to separate them from the healthy stock and so pre 
further spread of the plague. 

The compulsory use of tuberculin shoul 
for in some cases if the recommendations 0 
Commission or of the Departmental Commi™ 
given practical effect. The cases I refer to ‘iagnosis 
where the inspector is doubtful as to his pron a 
These doubtful cases have always been a —— the 
trouble, and half the quarrels of stockowner. oases’of 
officials carrying out the provisions of the - ‘gis, with 
Animals Act, are traceable to disputed yar ooo oa 
consequent delay in action and increase of tr 
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cost. Tuberculin would assist to a correct diagnosis in | sation £2 per head for all compulsorily slaughtered of a 


‘ few hours. Udder diseases are many, and to differen- | value not exceeding £8 ; and a sum equal to one-fourth 


tiate every case of tubercular disease from induration |the market value of all others seized—but no animal 
due to non-specific causes is impossible. Tuberculin | should be valued at over £24. Any salvage on carcases, 
produces a local reaction in all affected organs, and so | minus the cost of removal and slaughter, should be re- 
renders diagnosis of tubercular udder disease certain. paid to the owner. 

The various measures | have now discussed have all} The payment of £2 as compensation for miserable 
been recommended either by the Royal Commission as | animals that are a danger to man or to other stock may 
necessary to protect man from danger, or by the Depart- | seem an illogical proceeding, but unless some such in- 
mental Committee to control disease among stock. The | ducement is offered, many of them would be sold to the 
Government has ordered two select bodies to take the | lowest class of butcher and find their way into human 
best evidence they could obtain and then report what | food. A payment of £2 per head would make it worth 
they considered necessary for the control of tuberculosis | the while of the owner not to evade reporting t> the 
in animals. These authoritative bodies have reported, | authorities, and so the existence of disease would become 
and from their published recommendations we may | known with greater expedition. Infected premises once 
safely compile a complete scheme. It would be as | recognised could be supervised in such a way as to assist 
the owner and protect the public. 


follows :— 
Tuberculosis to be scheduled in the Diseases of Animals| The difficulty of doing justice to the butcher might be 
Act. met in another way. In any Act of Parliament dealing 
Compulsory notification to be enforced. with the subject a clause might be inserted enforcing a 


Inspection of meat, milk, and cowsheds to be carried | warranty by the vendor of freedom from tuberculosis, 
out. whenever a butcher bought cattle and distinctly stated 
Movement of diseased animals to be regulated. he was buying for the purpose of slaughter for human 
Slaughter of visibly diseased animals to be enforced. | consumption. Such a clause would take from the 
Compensation to be paid to owner for slaughter. butcher any claim for compensation, would protect the 
Seizure of diseased animals in markets or during | public by eliminating any reason for hiding disease, 
transit. and would lay the burden upon the seller who is able to 
Power to use tuberculin in doubtful cases to be given | protect himself by testing the stock before going to mar- 
to authorities. | ket. This compulsory warranty would be limited to a 
Offer of gratuitous tuberculin test to stock owners, | period of eight or ten days. 
subject to isolation of all infected animals. | The Royal Commission used as an argument against 
Our administrators know perfectly well what their | the payment of compensation, the evidence given it that 
trusted advisers have said, and what ought to be done. | butchers very seldom had much loss, and that the few 
The loss from tuberculosis is 70,000 persons and 40,000 | cases occurring might easily be met by mutual insur- 
cattle every year. Is this not sufficiently serious to de- | ance. If the argument has any basis, the fact may be 
mand action? It would be absurd to suppose there were | used to show how slight the burden of my proposed 
any doubt. Legislation is inevitable, and it must follow | warranty would be on stock vendors. The breeders and 
the lines sketched by the authorities I have quoted. The , feeders are certainly more to blame for disease and its 
hesitation of Government to adopt legislative interfer- | non-detection than butchers ; they should, therefore, be 
ence is due simply to fear of movement until the public, | held more responsible. By eliminating the butcher’s 
or a majority, are convinced of the necessity. The public | claimfor compensation measures of control are simplified, 
are being rapidly educated. The trade interests most | because we then may deal with all stock and all claims 
directly concerned will do well not to assume indiffer- | under the Diseases of Animals Act, which would provide 
ence, but to take an active part in promoting the public | assistance to the owners of stock, and compensation for 
weal, at the same time that they defend themselves | all notified disease. 
against any injustice. | Compensation at the rate of £2 for all animals below 
There is one questiun that all sensible men endeavour | the value of £8, and compensation at a higher rate on 
toanswer before commencing any scheme, viz.,—what all over that value would probably reach a cost of 
will it cost? The control of tuberculosis among animals | £100,000 in the first year and a constantly decreasing 
Snot a small matter, and no scheme of legislation with | sum every year afterwards until no disease existed. This 
- object has the slightest chance of adoption by a | is less than is now paid every year for the attempts to 
7overnment department until the heads are satistied | stamp-out swine fever. 
ofa probability of success, commensurate with the cost. | For this payment, what should we receive? A guaran- 
The State of Massachussets and the Kingdom of Bel- | tee against human infection from animals, and a gradual 
glum have shown by failure the impossibility of stamp- | but rapid suppression of disease among stock. 
Ing out the disease by such radical measures as have; I have now laid before you arguments in favour of 
— successful with some other animal plagues. If we | legislative action. I have shown what danger and loss 
Pr estimate that 20 per cent. of 4,500,000 of cattle | the disease causes. I have offered an estimate of the 
bs ected, and then assert that all these animals must | probable cost of proper control. 
oa aughtered and partially paid for, we enter on an| I hope I have been able to prove that voluntary effort 
vertaking that neither the owner of stock nor the tax- ; is insufficient, and that the protection of human life will 
ra — approve. There is no necessity for such | be most effectively undertaken by measures which apply 
not info e slaughter. The majority of infected cattle are | to all animals, but not to those only which are in the 
mss ri to others—they are neither dangerous to hands of butchers and cowkeepers. The cheapest and 
wished ot er animals, and their slaughter would be a | best method is the one which is effective ; the most 
and ee Only the visibly affected are dangerous, | costly is that which the Royal Commission well described 
we oa ater does not exceed 40,000. This estimate | as “temporary and uncertain palliatives. 
it for — ye animal whose carcase is wholly un- | —— SS 
ood, and every cow whose milk is un The Levee at Dublin Castle. 


ose re sumption. The slaughter of these would be a . : 
In announcing the names of the veterinary surgeons 


yh € owners, but it would bea public benefit, and ary | 
lees expedient and just that the public should share the | who attended the Levee lately held at Dublin Castle, we 
omitted to mention those of Mr. Chas. Allen and Mr. 














I suggest that local authorities should pay as compen- | J. V. Daly, V.S. R.LC. 
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THE PREVENTION OF TUBERCULOSIS. 


CAMBRIDGE. 


At a meeting of the Cambridge Town Council on 
January 20th the Sanitary Committee reported that the 
Medical Officer of Health had presented a report on the 
subject of tuberculosis. The Committee recommended 
the Council : 

(1). Toconcur in the distribution of the leaflet above 
referred to. 

(2) To authorise the Town Clerk to affix the corporate 
seal to a memorial to the Local Government Board to 
the effect above stated. 

(3). To offer to test for tuberculosis the cows of the 
various dairies supplying milk in the borough, with 
veterinary assistance and free of charge. 


DUNDEE. 


The question of the prevention of consumption and 
other forms of tuberculosis was considered at a meeting 
of the Forfarshire Medical Association. 2 

Dr. TemMpLEMAN (Dundee) introduced the subject, 
and said that of late years it had been gradually borne 
in upon the minds of the medical profession that some 
active measures should be taken for dealing with tuber- 
culous disease. He moved a resolution expressing ap- 

woval of the national movement for disseminating a 
ae ll of the true nature of tuberculosis and the best 
means for its prevention. 

Dr. J. W. MILLER seconded. He said if the public 
authorities realised the danger they ran from the supply 
of tuberculous milk they would be able to induce dairy- 
men to see that their dairies were kept in the best 
hygienic condition, and that their cows were free from 
tuberculous disease as shown by the tuberculin test. 
The public had this matter largely in their own hands. 

Dr. UrquHART (Murray’s Asylum, Perth), in support- 
ing the resolution, said that the butchers in Perth had 
already formulated a plan of self-insurance, and by pay- 
ing 2s. 6d. per animal they would be insured against loss 
if the animal were condemned. He also said in Perth 
they were taking steps to institute one or two cottage 
hospitals in suitable places for the open-air treatment of 
consumption. 

Dr. SINCLAIR moved that a deputation be appointed 
to wait on the Lord Provost, and request him to convene 
a public meeting on the subject. 

Dr. MAckiE WHYTE seconded the resolution and it 
was supported by Dr. Dickson (Carnoustie). 

Both resolutions were carried. 


LONDON. 


Slaughter-houses.—There has been a_ progressive de- 
cline in the number of applications for the licence of 
slaughter-honses granted in each of the last seven years, 
and the number now licensed amounts to only 456, or 
about 200 fewer than in 1891. This large reduction is no 
doubt due to the making of the new bye-laws, with 
which the licensees were either unable or unwilling to 
comply. It may be said that the remaining public 
slaughter-houses in London for the most part comply to 
a fair standard of sanitation: but so long as animals 
continue to be killed in numerous private slaughter- 
houses, there cannot be sufficient inspection at the time 
of slaughter—the only time when inspection can be 
effectual ; norindeed, can London claim special facili- 
ties forthe inspection of that dead meat coming into 
London from other parts of the country which is not 
taken in the first instance to the Markets of the City 
Corporation. It iscertainly a reproach to the sanitary 
administration of London that no system exists to 


way to the premises of those who trade in it. All wil 
agree with Mr. Shirley Murphy that there is an urgent 
necessity for the institution of an administrative system 
of meat inspection which shall serve to protect the 
poor, who, being the purchasers of cheap meat, must be 
the chief anne. - eds. Med. Journal. 








Veterinary Appointments. 


The following gentlemen are the six selected candi- 
dates for appointments under the Government of New 
Zealand : Messrs. 

C. J. Sanderson, Kent House, Victoria Rd N., Southsea: 
H. C. Wilkie, Hemingford Grey, St. Ives, Hunts ; 

C. R. Neale, Oxford Lodge, Henley-on-Thames ; 

E. Nelson, 11, Graham Street, S.W. ; 

A. Crabb, Warwick Road, Kenilworth, Warwick ; 

J. G. Clayton, Sampford Peveril, Tiverton. 





ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


From The London Gazette : 
War OrriceE, Patt MALt, Feb. 3. 


Veterinary-Major R. F. Frost is placed on temporary 
half-pay on account of ill-health. 





CORRESPONDENCE 


A POST-GRADUATE COURSE. 
Sir, 

I should like to call the attention of the members of the 
profession to the Post-graduate Course of Bacteriology 
under the direction of Professor Crookshank ai King’s 
College. 

As the medical profession is making such a stand on the 
Tuberculosis Commission, it behoves the members of the 
veterinary profession to keep pace with them, and in fact 
if possible to be in advance, as a wholesale slaughtering of 
herds of valuable cows means ruination to our clients and 
the country at large. 

The lectures and demonstrations are held twice a day 
by Drs. Newman and and Wilkinson under Professor 
Crookshank, which enables professional men to choose 
the most convenient time to themselves to attend. In the 
lectures the whole of the infective diseases of man and 
animals are dealt with. My main object in joining the wer 
was to obtain the Diploma of Public Health, but [ foun 

this was only for members of the medical profession. 
It is much to be regretted that Professor W. U. Wiles 
motion at the Council meeting of the Royal Colloge ° 
Veterinary Surgeons, seconded by Mr. Cope (our gan 
authority on Government requirements) for the papery 
a degree of Veterinary Officer of Health was not carrie’ ; 
if it is a necessary degree for the medical profession it 18 
more so for the veterinary. : : der 
On the completion of a course at King’s College ng 
Professor Crookshank, u certificate is granted by re 
Bacteriological Department for the Post-graduate — 
—Yours faithfully, — 
P Wma. C. B. Revi, M.R.C.V.S. 
Old Charlton, S.E. 








-— Capt. 
Communications, Books, AND PAPERS aa 
J.A. Meredith, Major J, A. Nunn, Messrs. G. "(, Allen, 
W.G. Dixon, J.Mc.L. Young, E.J. Thorburn, 5. Holl, 
W.C. B. Revill, Jno. A. W. Dollar, E. Haughton, * 
W. LPenhale (Barn.), R.A.S. E. re Noare. ‘The Daily 
The Liverpool Daily Post, Hull Daily News, The Country 
Telegraph, The Montgomeryshire County Times, 





prevent unwholesome and dangerous meat finding its 


Gentleman (New York), Baltimore Weekly Su. 





